EVEN DUSTAND BONES NEED A PLACE TO CALL HOME

BY DEVIN KEITHLEY

While we know Ohio has a lack of decent, affordable housing for the living, the Halloween season got us wondering: How much “housing” is needed
for the dead? Generations of Ohioans rest underground in cemeteries or burial grounds across the state. Some are laid to rest above ground in
mausoleums or have found their final resting place in an urn on a loved one’s mantle. We estimate there are four times as many Ohioans in our
cemeteries or haunting our houses than those living among us.

Historians believe the first humans arrived in what is now Ohio approximately 15,000 years ago. Since then, around 57 million people have called
this place home. The current (living) population of 11.7 million means about 45 million Ohioans died before us. Though dust and bones may not have
the same housing needs, the dead still need a place to call home.
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These estimates are based on the length of time humans
have lived within the borders of present-day Ohio, the size of
the population at different periods and the rate at which that
population grew.
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By applying estimates of the historical Native American
population from prehistory up until the modern era, and
making some assumptions about the necessity of a high
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We used a combination of historical birth rates and birth II I
counts over the past 200 years, along with net migration II I I
patterns to include those Ohioans who moved here to stay, =~ 44

while excluding those who moved away.
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Sources: OHFA analysis based on historical Native American population density estimates from John D. Daniels (1992), population and
Questions? Contact Katie Fallon at kfallon@ohiohome.org migration data from the Census Bureau, birth count data from the Ohio Department of Health, historical national birth rate estimates from
Ferenc Ajus and Matthias Lindgren (2009), and similar analysis from the Population Reference Bureau on the entire human population
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